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Shia leader survives gun attack

The ayatollah is thought to be safé¢[Ayatollah Sistani] is safe and

after the attack :
The spiritual leader of Irag's Shidlons.

Muslims, Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, has
survived a reported attack on him.

The nature of the attack is unclear, burower and some after.”

one report said gunmen opened fire

sound,” one of his colleagues
Mowaffag al-Rubaie - who is also 3
member of Iraq's Governing Counci
(IGC) - said without giving details of
the attack.

Mr Rubaie urged fellow Shias not td
engage in a "confessional backlask
against members of the country's fo
mer Sunni elite following the incident
Ayatollah Sistani has rejected the U
plan - agreed with the US-appointe
Iragi Governing Council - that allows
for the transfer of sovereignty to a pro
visional government in June 2004.
This government is supposed to draft
provisional constitution.

A Sunni IGC member denounced th
attack on the spiritual leader.

"This horrible act aims only to divide
the Iraqi people but it will fail," said
Naseer al-Chaderchi.

He dismissed a possible link with
Ayatollah Sistani's insistence on eleg

"Everyone wants elections in Iraq
some want them before the transfer

g

he greeted people in the holy city 9
Najaf on Thursday morning.
Ayatollah Sistani has recently criti-
cised US plans to transfer power to §
unelected authority in Iraqg.

He has led calls for direct elections t
be held to choose an interim goverr
ment for the country.

The attack comes a day before th
expected arrival of a United Nations
mission in Iragq aimed at resolving th¢
row.

No revenge

Ayatollah Sistani lives in austere sur
roundings in a narrow alleyway in thg
pilgrimage city of Najaf, a city always
thronged with people.

Security guards at the entrance to th
alleyway said it was a dangerous tim|
but that the level of security was reld
tively normal.

This horrible act aims only to divide|
the Iragi people but it will fail
Naseer al-Chaderchi,
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ultimately in the hands of the right such a situation, they would expect
wing, which holds much of the realMr Khatami has promised to stayto win at least half the seats.
power. o _ true to his pledge to safeguard th8ympathy vote

The question is whether it reallyjqnig of the people to elect and b&ven before the current crisis, the
'ntend§ togo for broke and cripple theelected. He has dissuaded top offreformists’ electoral prospects
reformists in advance of the polls, or_. N . . .
whether the pragmatic, moderate COn(;lals from resigning now, and triedwere _not Iqo_klng bright. Many
servatives can persuade the leader aff Call Off the MPs'sit-in, on assur+eformist officials feared a repeat
the GC that a compromise must b@nces that the GC would exercisef last February's local council
sought. moderation. elections, which saw widespread
Thrown into the balance on the side off those assurances prove mispopular disillusion reflected in a
moderation will be the argument thaplaced, he would feel doublymassive abstention - voter turnout
the wholesale elimination of reformistgpliged to stand down. in Tehran itself was around 12%.
candidates could force those who war§ome hardliners - who believeAs the conservatives can always
change to move outside legal framey imately that authority comescount on a bedrock vote of regime
gfgﬁi’e\g'th potentially violent CONSE from God through the leader, andoyalists, they regained Tehran city
A one-sided field would also be high_not from the people - wouldcouncil and others.

ly likely to produce an extremely low Undoubtedly be prepared to shruhe mass disqualification could

voter turnout, raising an immediatedside such concerns. win a sympathy vote for surviving
question of legitimacy for a minority But the recent trend in Iranian polreformist candidates - though it
right-wing government. itics has favoured the pragmati@lso underlines the impotence that

That in turn would be expected to putonservative moderates. The crisisas been forced on them by right-
the regime under increased integate |ast year over the country'sving obstructionism during their
tional pressure and isolation. Both the, cjear programme was resolvedyears in office.

US and the European Union havey ..ot temporarily - with theirLooking for silver linings in a
already expressed concern over the .
high level of disqualifications. suppo_rt and that of the Ieadgr fodemde_dly black c_Ioud, some
Pragmatic trend compliance with the Internationalreformist leaders said that if the
If the GC stands rigid, it could well Atomic Energy Agency, and thecurrent situation produces a parlia-
leave President Khatami and higeal hardliners were obliged to stiment heavily influenced by prag-
reformist administration with no fle their strident objections. matic conservatives, it would be a
choice but to resign, with further condf that trend prevails, a reasonablenajor reformist achievement as it
sequences for Iran’s international poshumber of reformist candidatesvould take power away from the
ton. _ ~would be re-qualified and allowedreal hard-liners.

Reformists like Mehdi Karroubi 4 1 The outcome of the poll is by no
may gain from sympathy VOtes  Reformist leaders have said that imeans certain even once the list of
candidates is finalised. The Iranian
electorate has in the past produced
many surprises, not least the land-
slide election of Mr Khatami him-
self in 1997.

All recent national votes have
shown at least a solid 70% favour
reform and that is unlikely to
change. The huge and unpre-
dictable variable is how many will
bother to vote. Many people have
said they would not - but a late
swing back, as happened in Mr
Khatami's second election in 2001,
can by no means be excluded.

—
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tougher inspections of its nuclear campaign of pressures, threats, bluffs
facilities. and hard bargaining that is now under
21 October, 2003: Iran's ForeigrBy Jim Muir way.

Minister Kamal Kharrazi promisesBBC correspondent in Tehran

"total transparency" over the country's Mr Khamenei alone has the author-
nuclear programme during talks with ity to resolve a deadlock

his counterparts from Britain, FranceAny national election in today's Iran

and Germany. provides a crucial test of the balanc#t was a high bid indeed. At this stage

Shortly afterwards, a diplomat inof power between the country's twan the 2000 general election, 758
Tehran says Iran has agreed to suspehrbad political camps, the reformistavould-be candidates were disqualified
the enrichment of uranium, and willand the conservatives. out of 6,860 who registered nation-
sign an agreement allowing tougheilo that extent they are always a bitterwide. While the registrations this time
UN inspections of its nuclear sites dy contested watershed, setting thare somewhat higher, the number of

two key demands of the IAEA. rough parameters within which thedisqualifications is nearly five times
24 October, 2003: Protest in Tehrawngoing struggle will move on to theas many.

against the decision to sign up tmext stage. On Friday, the council reinstated a
inspections. third of the candidates, but this falls
31 October, 2003: The IAEA says IrarMr Khatami has dissuaded top offi-far short of the full reinstatement
has submitted a "comprehensive" deaials from resigning demanded by reformist MPs, 80 of
laration on its nuclear programme. whom are themselves on the blacklist.

10 November, 2003: Iran states agailluch of the real contest happens wellhe reformists are obliged to make as
that it is suspending uranium enrichin advance of polling day, in thismuch noise as they possibly can, to try
ment and intends to allow tougher UNnstance 20 February for election tdo maximise the pressure they can
inspections of its nuclear facilities. the seventh Majlis (parliament) sinceexert, through leaders such as
11 November, 2003: The IAEA says inthe Islamic Republic was establishedresident Khatami and Mr Karroubi,

a report that Iran has admitted that iih 1979. Actual campaigning onlyon Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali

has produced plutonium - a materialasts a week, and probably has littld&Khamenei and the GC itself.

that could be used in nuclear weaponsgctual impact on the eventual outArbiter's role

but adds there is no evidence that theome. It is Mr Khamenei who will act as the
country is trying to build an atomic This election is no exception. Nearlyfulcrum around which the balance set-
bomb. six weeks before the ballot, a fiercdles. He alone has the authority to

13 November, 2003: Washington disbattle erupted after it became cleaintervene in case of deadlock or a dan-
misses the report, which it says it findshat vetting committees under theger of tensions exploding out of hand.
"impossible to believe". The UNunelected and highly conservativeHis influence with the GC cannot be

stands by the report. Council of Guardians (GC) had dis-gainsaid - of its 12 members, he
25 November, 2003: Britain, Francegualified more than 3,500 of the 8,00@ppoints six outright, and the other six
and Germany reach an agreement withr so would-be candidates nationwideg(although endorsed by parliament) are
the US on a UN resolution to warnthe majority of them believed to beappointed by the head of the judiciary,
Iran over its nuclear activities. reformists. himself a Khamenei appointee.

26 November, 2003: The IAEA votesThe speaker of the outgoing,

to pass the resolution censuring Irameformist-dominated Majlis, Mehdi The outcome of the poll is by no

but stops short of recommending sand<arroubi - a moderate reformistmeans certain - the Iranian electorate

tions. whose election credentials weréhas in the past produced many surpris-
approved - accused the GC's vettings, not least the landslide election of
Iran's power struggle deepens committees of planning the disqualifi-Mr Khatami himself in 1997

cations systematically in order to

e A ensure a conservative victory.
" J i Some hardliners have made it cleafyatollah Khamenei is not a power

they would like to see the reformistsfigure with an independent base in his
whom they regard as little more tharown right. His authority is drawn from
traitors pandering to the West, elimi-his position, but in reality he is an
nated from political life. arbiter trying to balance conflicting
Threats, bluffs and bargaining pressures and use his influence to per-
The mass disqualifications issued bguade or dissuade.

the GC on 10 January represented thWhile the reformist side can try to
opening bid by the right-wingers in amaximise pressure, the decision is

—
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find themselves ejected from the syskanian radio some of the key moments in the crisis.
tem, they may take up more active but/K Foreign Secretary Jack Straw saieptember 2002: Russia begins prepa-
still peaceful ways of promotingafter talks with Iranian Presidentrations for a reactor worth $800m near
change, such as calling for strikes oMohammad Khatami in Davos onlran's south-western port of Bushehr.
civil disobedience. Wednesday that the country had still tdhe plan at this stage is to have the
How much is ultimately at stake here2eliver on its promises to allow out-plant up and running by the end of
The future of the reform movement irside inspectors to examine its nuclea2003.

elected office is certainly hanging insites. December 2002: The US accuses Iran
the balance. Mr Straw and his French and Germanof seeking to develop a secret nuclear
One disqualified MP said the countrycounterparts, Dominique de Villepinweapons programme and publishes
stands at a crossroads between owthd Joschka Fischer, reached agresatellite images of two nuclear sites
right dictatorship and democracy. Ifment in Tehran in October on Iraniarunder construction at Natanz and
the hardliners insist on pushing aheadompliance with the requirements ofArak.

with elections in a disputed situationMr  ElBaradei's agency, theFebruary - May 2003: The UN's
it could bring about instability and alnternational Atomic Energy AgencyInternational Atomic Energy Agency
minority, right-wing government that (IAEA). (IAEA) conducts a series of inspec-
might be shunned internationally andOn Thursday, Iranian radio reportedions in Iran. The country confirms
reverse much of the détente whiclhat President Khatami had told Mrhat there are sites at Natanz and Arak
President Khatami has fostered irstraw that Iran had fulfilled its com-under construction, but insists that
Iran's external relations. mitments and was calling on EU statethese - like Bushehr - are designed
It seems to be showdown timeto do likewise. solely to provide fuel for future power
between the elected but hamstrunlyir EIBaradei said it was "very impor-plants.

reformist majority and the powerful,tant for the IAEA to come to a conclu-16  June, 2003: IAEA head
entrenched hardline minority - but insion that the Iran programme is foMohammed EIBaradei states that
the past, the system has always sompeaceful purposes". inspections showed "lran failed to
how managed to pull back from theThe agency, UN's top nuclear inspeaeport certain nuclear materials and
brink at the last moment. tor said, had found no recent indicaactivities" and urges "co-operative
A lot depends on how the Supreméions that Iran had been seekingctions" on the part of Iran. However
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, per-enrichment technology abroad andhe report does not declare Iran in
forms, as only he has the authority was now checking if Iran had soughbreach of the Non-Proliferation
but does he have the power? - to stdp manufacture such technologyTreaty.

in and settle the issue of mass disquatomestically. EU foreign ministers meanwhile call

ifications. "We are working with them to verify on Iran to allow tougher nuclear
the suspension of all enrichment activinspections.

UN issues Iran nuclear reminder ities and | think we are making goodl9 June, 2003: White House

Iran's burgeoning nuclear industry progress and | hope we will continuespokesman Ari Fleischer refuses to
is based on Russian technology to be able to make further progress,tule out the "military option" in deal-

the IAEA chief added ing with Iran.
The head of the UN's nuclear agency July 2003: IAEA begins a fresh round
has warned Iran to continue to coTimeline: Iran nuclear crisis of inspections in Iran.
operate over inspections of its nuclea September 2003: Washington says
industry or face serious consequence | Iran is not complying with internation-
Mohammad ElBaradei said Iran mus| L al non-proliferation accords but agrees
prove its plans were not weapons : = . to support a proposal from Britain,
related. ===l & T France and Germany to give the coun-
"It will have serious implications if ... “ao S5 L LT «f try until the end of October fully to
they do not continue to co-operatd = . + disclose nuclear activities and allow
fully,” he told reporters at the World ! surprise inspections.
Economic Forum in Davos. *'i 13 October, 2003: Russia says it has
Iran has hit back at the EU after sug 5 5 delayed plans to start up a nuclear
gestions that it was not honouring & reactor in Iran by a year but stresses
recent promise to admit inspectors. Tehran has admitted producing plu- this is for technical reasons, not
tonium, the IAEA says because of external political pressure.

The three European states - Britain, After the UN's nuclear watchdog voted9 October, 2003: Officials in Tehran
Germany and France - must fulfil to censure Iran over its nuclear prohold negotiations with IAEA envoys
their promises to Iran gramme, BBC News Online looks abn signing an agreement to allow

—
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Khamenei, reports there was a "comhas Council of Guardians. pete now in any case.

motion" after students at a sit-in oveiThe BBC's Jim Muir looks at the How much interest is there in this row
the election stand-off objected to théssues behind the dispute. among the population at large?
unrepresentative nature of the stateill the elections go ahead? Not a lot, it seems. Some people have
ment put out on their behalf. Nobody knows. President Khatami's/oiced the suspicion that the whole

They "started to voice their criticismsreformist government has alreadycrisis has been cooked up as a scenario
and said that those statements wessked the Council of Guardians, théo kindle interest in a lacklustre elec-
written by one person in the name ofinelected, right-wing body whichtion.

all the students”, Kayhan reports.  supervises elections, for a postponédthers see it as a family squabble.
Optimistic voice ment, but it refused. There have been no spontaneous
A commentator in the English-lan-The government has now asked agaishows of support for the embattled
guage Iran Daily writes that the publicThe Interior Ministry, which actually reformist MPs from the public.

is being put off voting by a combina-administers the polling, has said fredt is largely disillusioned with the
tion of disappointment with the statusand fair elections are not possible. reformists' performance in office,
quo, a lack of trust in politicians andProvincial governors and other offi-where they have been unable to prise
decline in the popular belief of thecials who would be involved in run-loose the grasp on power of the
legitimacy of civil society. ning the elections, have all put theientrenched hardline minority.
However, noting the fact that "a largeesignations on the table because dfonically, the crisis stirred up by the
number of relatively young aspirantgdhe high number of candidates dismass disqualifications could help the
have nominated themselves for theualified by the Council of Guardians.reformists at the polls if enough of
legislature”, his is one of the few relaReformists suspect the hardliners mathem are reinstated to give them a
tively optimistic voices. be planning to call in Revolutionaryfighting chance.

"If the people really feel free and con-Guards or other pro-regime bodies télow popular are the reformists?
fident that they can vote for their canadminister the polls if they do goltis hard to tell. Last year's disastrous
didates of choice, voter turnout couldahead. showing in local elections - when con-
be impressive on 20 February,” héf that happens in the current circumservatives regained Tehran city coun-
believes, "provided the ongoing constances, it is quite possible thatil by default because only their hard
troversy over the performance of thd’resident Khatami and his administraeore of support showed up - might not
electoral supervisory boards idion might resign en masse. necessarily be repeated in a national
resolved without further delay." Is what we are seeing just politicapoll.

BBC Monitoring, based in Cavershanmbrinkmanship? While the reformists have been
in southern England, selects and trang the beginning that seemed likely oblocked from achieving much in
lates information from radio, televi-at least possible. office, some voters may see re-elect-
sion, press, news agencies and tHgut the hardline Council of Guardiandng them as better than leaving the
Internet from 150 countries in morehas given little ground and some of itdield open for a right-wing return to

than 70 languages. elements seem determined to elimiparliament and government.
nate the reformists from office. What can they do if they do not get
Q&A: Iranian election row Despite apparent advice from theheir way?

Supreme Leader, Ayatollah AliPresident Khatami's brother
Khamenei, whose word should béeMohammad Reza Khatami - who
decisive on such matters, it did noheads the biggest reform faction, is
reinstate any of the 80 or so sittingleputy Speaker of the outgoing parlia-
reformist members of parliament, whanent, who won more votes than any
include the reform movement's leadether candidate in the 2000 general
ing figures. elections but has still been disqualified
But there is still a way out. There is a has said that "under the present struc-
: second-phase appeals process for diste of the ruling system, this is the
p Sy gualified candidates, and the final lisend of the reform movement".
I b""'lrl o 2 will not emerge until 10 February.  But some reformists believe they
Mr Khamenei alone has the author- If the Council of Guardians can beshould continue seeking access to any
ity to resolve a deadlock induced - primarily by the Supremeofficial bodyies they can under any
Leader - to reinstate a lot moreconditions, as this is the only alterna-
A crisis has developed in Iran over reformist candidates, the electionsive to a resort to violence to bring
the disqualification of thousands of might still go ahead in a relatively nor-about the change which a large major-
reformist candidates from the 20 mal atmosphere, although the biggesty of Iranians appear to want.
February elections by the hardline reform faction has said it will not com-If large numbers of reformist figures
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programme, Abdul Qadeer Khan, hagovernment officials, | was confrontedinternet from 150 countries in more
apologised to the "traumatised'with the evidence and the findingsthan 70 languages.
Pakistani nation for transferringAnd | have voluntarily admitted that
nuclear secrets to other countries. much of it is true and accurate. Press reflects Iran election turmoil
Dr Khan admitted sole responsibility Uncertainty over the future of next
and said his subordinates had beeft pains me to realize... that my entirenonth's parliamentary elections in
carrying out his orders, and that thdifetime achievement... could haveran continues to worry the country's
Pakistani Government was unaware dfeen placed in serious jeopardy press.
his activities. My dear brothers and sisters, | hav®ne daily believes the turmoil will
His recorded apology was broadcasthosen to appear before you to offedeter the electorate from voting, and
on national television in Pakistan. my deepest regrets and unqualifiednother urges the powerful Guardians
apologies to a traumatised nation. | ar@ouncil to state openly what it is seek-
My dear ladies and gentlemenaware of the high esteem, love, anihg to achieve by banning a large num-
Assalam-o-Alaikum [peace be uporaffection in which you have held meber of candidates from standing.
you]. for my services to national security.The reformist daily Sharq warns that
It is with the deepest sense of sorrowAnd | am grateful for all the awardsunless swift action is taken, MPs will
anguish, and regret that | have choseand honours that have been bestowedsign en masse.
to appear before you in order to atonapon me. "This option seems the more likely
for some of the anguish and pain thatiowever, it pains me to realise in retunless leaders take immediate and
has been suffered by the people abspect that my entire lifetimeeffective steps to end the crisis."
Pakistan on account of the extremelachievement of providing foolproof Why vote?
unfortunate events of the last twaational security to my nation couldThe conservative daily Khorasan
months. have been placed in serious jeopardyoints its finger at all sides in the
| am aware of the vital criticality of on account of my activities, whichstand-off, blaming them for what it
Pakistan's nuclear programme to ourere based in good faith, but on errorsees as "the people's sense of despon-
national security and the nationabn judgement related to unauthorisedency and disenchantment".
pride and emotions which it generateproliferation activities. "The people are asking themselves a
in your hearts. | am also conscious that serious question: Why should we
any untoward event, incident, or threatl give an assurance, my dear brothersote?"
to this national security draws theand sisters, that such activities willn a criticism aimed at the reformists,
greatest concern in the nation's psysever take place in the future it accuses them of behaving "like
che. drowning people clutching at straws".
It is in this context that the recentl wish to place on record that those of
international events and their falloutmy subordinates who have acceptedf the people really feel free and con-
on Pakistan have traumatised theheir role in the affair were acting infident, voter turnout could be impres-
nation. | have much to answer for it. good faith like me, on my instructions.sive
| also wish to clarify that there was
My dear brothers and sisters, | havaeever ever any kind of authorisatioriran Daily commentator
chosen to appear before you to offefior these activities by the government.
my deepest regrets and unqualifietl take full responsibility for my "The people have a right to ask: why
apologies to a traumatized nation  actions and seek your pardon. now? Why, when the knife is held to
| give an assurance, my dear brothegoour neck, have you started to
and sisters, that such activities wilprotest?"
The recent investigation was orderedever take place in the future. A centre-right daily, Entekhab, insists
by the Government of Pakistan consd-also appeal to all citizens of Pakistarthat Guardian Council "should be
quent to the disturbing disclosures anth the supreme national interest, taransparent and should provide an
evidence by some countries to internaefrain from any further speculationsexplanation for its reasoning"”.
tional agencies relating to alleged proand not to politicise this extremelyEntekhab also takes to task the state-
liferation activities by certain sensitive issue of national security. run radio and television channels
Pakistanis and foreigners over the lasflay Allah keep Pakistan safe andvhich it calls "supporters of the
two decades. secure. Pakistan Paindah Baad [LonGuardian Council".
The investigation has established thdtive Pakistan]. It says they "imagine that they are sup-
many of the reported activities didBBC Monitoring, based in Cavershanporting the institution, but instead they
occur, and that these were inevitablin southern England, selects and trangre destroying its image".
initiated at my behest. lates information from radio, televi-A hardline daily which supports the
In my interviews with the concernedsion, press, news agencies and thmuntry's spiritual leader, Ali
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Pakistan pardons ‘father of bomb'  Pakistan's domestic interests and intewhole episode,” he told the BBC.
: f national demands that proliferatiorBut Mr Musharraf said no indepen-

w P 3 activities be brought to light. dent inquiry would be allowed.
' - "Whatever | have done, | have tried tdJrgent task
shield him," Mr Musharraf said. Mr EIBaradei - the head of the UN's

But "one has to balance between intetaternational Atomic Energy Agency -
national requirements and shielding".told reporters Mr Khan was "just the
Click here to see how a gas centrifugtp of the iceberg for us".
works He said Mr Khan was "not working
Speaking to the BBC, a spokesman falone".
Pakistan's Foreign Ministry, MasoodLater, an IAEA spokeswoman told the
Khan, denied the decision was lenienBBC urgent work was needed to cut
Khan is widely seen in Pakistan as aaying Mr Khan had "made a contri-off the so-called "end-users" of prolif-
hero for his nuclear work bution to Pakistan's nuclear proerated weapons information.
gramme”. Pakistan began an inquiry into possi-
Pakistani President Pervez Musharraforrespondents say there was hudge illegal transfers late last year after
has pardoned the disgraced founder glblic opposition to putting him onthe UN passed on information it had
the country's nuclear programme.  trial. gathered about Iran and Libya's
Abdul Qadeer Khan stunned theThey say pardoning him avoids thenuclear programmes.
nation when he confessed on televipotential embarrassment that coul®fficials say Mr Khan ran a network
sion to leaking nuclear weapongesult from a public prosecution - everthat systematically smuggled nuclear
secrets to Iran, Libya and Norththough it could spark allegations of aquipment to third countries using

Korea. cover-up. chartered planes.
"You cannot shield a hero and damag&he BBC's Jim Fish says experts ar€éhey say the network shared secret
the nation," the president said. deeply sceptical that Mr Khan'sdesigns for centrifuges capable of pro-

The head of the UN's atomic agencylleged proliferation network couldducing weapons-grade uranium.
Mohamed EIBaradei, described Mihave spread so far without the comMr Khan, it is alleged, also secretly
Khan's revelations as just the "tip oplicity of some in the government.  travelled abroad to explain to Iranian,

the iceberg” of illegal trafficking. Libyan and North Korean scientists
But General Musharraf said PakistatKkhan said Musharraf was not to how to make nuclear bombs.
would not hand over any documents tblame More than 15 people from the nuclear

enrichment facility that Mr Khan used
to run, Khan Research Laboratories
(KRL), are still being questioned in
the nuclear transfers investigation.
Their relatives say they are innocent.
Washington, which pressed Islamabad
to investigate the suspected nuclear
proliferation, may now exhort it to
join the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, say correspondents.

Nuclear scientist apologises

GAS CENTRIFUGH

the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) or allow the United
Nations to supervise Pakistan'
nuclear programme.
No supervision _
The nuclear scientist, a national herg., .
made his public confession or) *
Wednesday after meeting Generd
Musharraf.
Mr Khan told the nation he had acte
without authorisation and begged for
giveness. Raza Rabbani, a former governmer
minister and acting secretary-generg
There was never ever any kind obf Benazir Bhutto's opposition
authorisation for these activities by thé?akistan People's Party, demandg
government - | take full responsibility more information about Mr Khan's

activities.
Abdul Qadeer Khan The secret network may not have bee
government-sponsored, he said, b
Khan's apology in full "one could say maybe the ambit i

General Musharraf announced hislightly larger than a single individual. =)
final decision at a news conferencéThat is why the opposition in <
following his cabinet's recommendaPakistan and particularly the People’s
tion to grant clemency to the scientistParty has been demanding that thefé seek your pardon”

He said he had tried to balancde a parliamentary inquiry into thisThe architect of Pakistan's nuclear
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